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As South Dakota continues to diversify its economy, Day County stands at a crossroads of opportunity.
Renewable energy, particularly wind and solar, offers a clear path to sustained economic growth, job
creation, and increased prosperity for the community. While the environmental benefits are well-
documented, it is the economic advantages that make renewable energy a smart investment for the
future.

One of the most immediate benefits of expanding renewable energy in Day County is the creation of jobs.
The construction, operation, and maintenance of wind farms and solar installations require a skilled
workforce. This means more opportunities for electricians, engineers, technicians, and construction
workers. The renewable energy sector is growing at a much faster pace than traditional energy industries,
offering a pathway for long-term employment. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, wind
turbine service technicians and solar photovoltaic installers are the two fastest growing occupations in the
nation, growing by 60% and 48%, respectively. In fact, new projections by the Department of Labor and
Regulation show wind turbine technician as the fastest growing occupation in South Dakota through 2032.
By embracing renewable energy projects, Day County can ensure that it is capitalizing on this expanding
job market, keeping its residents employed and attracting new talent to the region.

Renewable energy projects generate significant tax revenues that benefit local governments and school
districts. In South Dakota, renewable energy projects provide $39.1 million in property, state, and local
taxes each year. These funds can be used for infrastructure improvements, public services, and
educational programs, all of which enhance the quality of life while helping to keep more of your money in
your pocket .

Additionally, landowners who lease their property for renewable energy projects benefit from a steady
stream of income. This extra income can stabilize farming operations during periods of fluctuating crop
prices. On average, South Dakota landowners earn $24.3 million every year from these drought-proof
lease payments and studies have shown that much of that income gets reinvested locally, further
stimulating Day County's economy and creating a positive ripple effect across communities.

Renewable energy projects also serve as a magnet for outside investment. Companies looking to expand
or relocate often prioritize areas with access to clean, affordable energy. By investing in renewable
infrastructure, Day County can position itself as a leader in this energy transition, making the area more
attractive to businesses looking for sustainable energy options.

Moreover, diversifying energy sources strengthens the local economy. Dependence on 19th century fuels
not only ties Day County's future to volatile markets but also limits economic flexibility. By integrating wind
and solar, Day County can reduce the economic risks associated with traditional energy and open new
revenue streams.

The cost of renewable energy, particularly wind and solar, has plummeted in recent years. Solar panel
and wind turbine technologies have become more efficient, leading to a significant drop in production
costs. These savings are passed on to consumers, resulting in lower energy bills for both residential and
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commercial users. At the same time, renewable energy helps insulate Day County from the unpredictable
price spikes of historical fuels.

Locally generated renewable energy also means less reliance on out-of-state energy providers. This
strengthens the local grid's resilience and keeps energy dollars circulating within the community rather
than flowing out.
Many times, when communities are considering renewable energy projects false information is presented
by individuals who are against the projects. Often, this information is meant to instill fear and doubt into
people's minds. One common misconception is that farmers are responsible for the cost of
decommissioning a project.

South Dakota law grants the Public Utilities Commission authority to require that renewable energy
developers provide financial assurance, such as a bond or other security, to ensure that funds are
available for the eventual decommissioning of a project. This requirement further ensures that even if a
developer goes bankrupt or is otherwise unable to carry out decommissioning, the state or local
government can access the funds necessary to complete the process without burdening landowners. This
means that farmers leasing their land for renewable energy projects are not financially or operationally
responsible for the decommissioning of a project.

By embracing wind, solar, and other renewable sources, Day County can become a leader in South
Dakota's renewable energy future while unlocking significant economic benefits such as job creation and
increased tax revenue. At a time when rural communities across the country are searching for ways to
revitalize their economies, renewable energy offers a clear and promising path forward. Let us seize this
moment and invest in the future prosperity of Day County through clean, renewable energy.
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