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State Overview

Setting the Stage: What’s at Stake for Missouri Communities

Across Missouri, the conversation around solar energy is often framed as a policy
debate. But on the ground, in rural counties and small towns, it looks very different. It
shows up in whether a family farm stays afloat, whether a school can invest in its
students, and whether a local business sees new customers walk through the door.

The decisions made in Jefferson City will determine whether these opportunities
expand - or disappear.

Capital Investment at Risk

More than $10.5 billion in private solar investment is
poised to flow into Missouri communities. This is not
abstract capital, it is funding that translates directly into
local tax revenue, infrastructure improvements, and
economic activity in places that often struggle to
attract large-scale investment.
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Restrictive policies would halt that momentum. » $10.5+ Billion
Investment does not wait, it moves. And when it does, in private solar investments

Missouri communities lose, not only on immediate
construction activity, but on decades of stable revenue
that cannot be easily replaced.
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Landowner Choice

At its core, solar development is a voluntary decision made by landowners. It allows
farmers and rural families to determine what works best for their land and their
financial future.

For many, that decision comes at a critical moment. Agriculture is increasingly
defined by volatility - input costs are rising, commodity prices fluctuate, and weather
patterns are less predictable. Solar offers something rare in that environment: a
stable, long-term income stream that helps offset risk and keep land in the family.

When policies become overly restrictive, that choice is taken away. Instead of
empowering landowners, it limits their options and undermines the very property
rights that rural communities depend on. Protecting landowner choice means
allowing individuals, not the government, to determine the best use of their land.

Policy Takeaway

The path forward is clear: do not close the door on solar.

Restrictive policies will not stop energy demand or economic competition; they
will simply send investment, jobs, and opportunity to neighboring states with
clearer, more predictable rules.

Instead, Missouri should focus on creating a framework that is consistent,
transparent, and predictable - one that gives communities confidence, protects
landowner choice, and allows responsible projects to move forward.

Because when that happens, the benefits are not theoretical. And they are
already playing out in communities across the state.

CLEANGRIDALLIANCE.ORG



CLEANGRIDALLIANCE.ORG

AUDRAIN AND RALLS COUNTIES

Audrain
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In Audrain and Ralls counties, the story of solar doesn’t start with energy policy - it starts with a farmer trying
to hold onto his land.

A Lifeline for Family Farms

Outside Vandalia, farmers like Jordan Epperson have spent years
navigating the same pressures facing much of rural Missouri: volatile
commodity prices, rising input costs, and weather that is becoming
harder to predict and manage. Each season carries more financial risk
than the last. For many families, the question isn’t how to grow - it’s
how to hold on. Whether the next generation comes back to the farm
increasingly depends on whether the farm can survive.

That’s where solar entered the picture, not as a replacement for
agriculture, but as a stabilizer. When landowners partnered with
developers on two different solar projects, they didn’t walk away from
farming - they added a second, reliable revenue stream - one that
doesn’t fluctuate with rainfall or markets. That steady income has
changed the conversation at kitchen tables across these counties. It
means land stays in the family. It means younger generations see a
future worth coming back to. In a place where losing a farm often
means losing a piece of the community, that stability matters.

Strengthening the Community Fabric

The impact doesn’t stop at the fence line. As these projects took shape, they began funding the backbone
of the community. Local fire departments - often operating on tight budgets - received critical support. The
public library expanded access for rural seniors. Schools saw new resources flow in, tied directly to the
property tax base that so many rural districts depend on.

At the Mexico Area Family YMCA, more than $80,000 helped ensure families could afford memberships
regardless of income, turning what might feel like a luxury in small-town Missouri into something accessible
and shared.
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